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Population Growth

Do fruit flies and rabbits show similar trends in population growth?

Step 1. Make a line (not bar) graph using the data shown in the table. This graph will show the growth rate of a 

population of rabbits.  Make sure to title your graph, and then label, title, and number your x and y axis.

	Rabbit Population Growth

	Generations
	Number of Rabbits

	1
	100

	2
	105

	25
	1000

	37
	1600

	55
	2400

	72
	3350


[image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.png]



[image: image4.jpg]M ustangs







Step 2. Make a line (not bar) graph using the data shown in the table. This graph will show the growth rate of a fruit fly population.  Make sure to title your graph, and then label, title, and number your x and y axis.

.

	Fruit Fly Population Growth

	Days
	Number of Fruit Flies

	5
	10

	10
	50

	15
	100

	20
	200

	25
	300

	30
	310

	35
	320

	40
	320






Step 3. Make a line (not bar) graph using the data shown in the table. This graph will show the growth rate of a ERHS population.  Make sure to title your graph, and then label, title, and number your x and y axis.

.

	ERHS Population Growth

	Years
	Number of Students

	1
	1,443

	2
	2,345

	3
	2,863

	4
	3,102

	5
	3,222

	6
	3,369

	7
	3,457

	8

9

10.
	3,667

3,868

4,073





Step 4. Analyze the data by answering the following questions.

1. Do the three populations show the same pattern in growth?  Explain any differences you see.

The three populations show  ______________ pattern of growth.  The differences are _______________________________________________________________________.
2.   a. Does any graph indicate that a population has stopped growing?  Yes/ No
      b. Which population stopped growing?


The population that stopped growing is ____________________________
      c. At what number of organisms/students did the population in steps 1, 2 or 3 stop growing?  


The population stopped growing at _________________.
Now, on the graph, from this number draw a line parallel to the x-axis. Label this line carrying 

capacity.

3.   What kinds of events or factors can stop a population from growing?


The things that can stop a population from growing are _________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________________.

4.  What do you think it would take for a population to grow infinitely (keep on getting bigger and    bigger forever and never smaller)?  Is that possible?


For a population to keep growing infinitely, it would need ___________________________

________________________________________.


I think that it is _____________________ for a population to grow to infinity.
Name: _______________________


Period: _______ 





Number # of Rabbits





Generation








