 Biology Syllabus
Instructor: Mr.Aragon, room D-109, phone 738-2100 x 1409, email=jaragon@cnusd.k12.ca.us, 
WEBSITE; Josharagon.weebly.com
Course length: 1 year (A/B)

Textbook:  Biology (Prentice Hall)(Dragon Fly on the cover)
Materials DAILY:  2 composition books DAILY- each COLLEGE ruled with 100 pages, paper, pens and/or pencils, Laboratory goggles will be provided and required for selected labs as instructed.


Biology is the study of life and includes such topics as:  chemistry of life, cell structure and function, photosynthesis, cellular respiration, genetics, DNA and RNA, evolution, ecology, bacteria and viruses, and systems of the human body (which includes 3 dissections). During this course we will watch a number of videos related to the course topics that are PG and PG-13.  If you do not wish for your child to participate in the viewing of these videos please inform me in writing or by email. 
Your success in Biology depends upon the following:

· A desire to succeed.

· Good attendance.  It is very difficult to earn a good grade if you are not in class (both mentally and physically) each day.

· Preparedness.  Bring class materials with you each class meeting. (Writing utensil, paper, 2 composition books, and textbook (required daily-each day without your book you lose points and receive a detention every third time you don’t bring it)
· Participation.  Make every effort to ask questions and get involved during class as this promotes learning.

· Completion of assignments.  Low completion =low points
Homework:  Homework will be assigned daily and is very critical to success in Biology.  All late homework, without an excused absence, will be reduced by 50%.  Please…no whining or excuses! Homework will be due and stamped the class meeting after it is assigned unless otherwise indicated.  If you are absent (excused), you will be allotted the same number of days, as you are absent to make up the missed work. It is your responsibility to find out what you have missed and complete the assignments. 
Labs:  Biology labs are often fun and challenging activities designed to enhance the course material.  Preparation is very important. You must be sure to read laboratory procedures and complete prelab activities prior to coming to do the lab.  I will inform you as to how and when lab write-ups need to be completed.  If you are absent for a lab you will need to come in on your own time to make up the lab. 

Science Notebooks and Daily Science Journals: Students will keep all homework, notes, and most labs in their Science Notebook/Composition book. The second composition book is for their Daily Science Journal. The SNB and DSJ will be graded approximately every 2 weeks and entered into Q.  This allows them to use their notes and other work to study for the test.  You will be responsible for keeping an SNB of all Biology information, and it will be organized according to the Table of Contents paper I will explain to you.  This SNB should accompany you to each class and it will be checked/graded about every 2 weeks. Your notebook will contribute points to your semester grade as well as help you study and track your class progress.

Tests and Quizzes: A unit or chapter test will be given at the conclusion of each section of study.  Unit tests can be made-up/retaken on the makeup day assigned approximately 1 week later.  Make-up/retake tests are your responsibility and will not be the same as the test given to the class as a whole.  


Quizzes (announced or POP) will be given weekly.  If you know you are going to miss a quiz you may arrange to take it prior to your absence.  All tests/quizzes not made up become an automatic zero.
Grading Weights and Grading scale:  I will post grades frequently online so you can follow your progress in Biology. Your grade will be 40% =tests/quizzes and final exam (FINAL EXAM IS 5% OF YOUR TEST SCORES), 40% =Science Notebook, 20%= labs/projects, book check, Daily Science Journal, participation. Your grade will be earned based upon the following percentages:

90-100%= A

80-89.4%= B

70-79.4%=C

55-69.4%=D

Below 55%=F

Classroom Expectations: I believe very strongly that each individual is responsible for his/her own actions.  Each of us has a right to respect and is expected to treat others with respect also.  I would like to maintain a peaceful and relaxed learning environment in my classroom.  The following guidelines should prove useful:

· Do not eat or drink during ANY lab. Follow all safety instruction wear safety equipment
· Follow all safety instructions and wear safety equipment.

· All school rules apply (including no gum and no phones or ipods-I will confiscate them)
· RESPECT-Students will be courteous to the teacher and other students. Swearing and disrespect are not tolerated. Listen when others are talking.
· Do your own work. Automatic F for both involved in cheating (Code of conduct is in effect)

· Follow directions the FIRST time they are given
· School tardy policy is in effect-EVERY tardy is a detention-no exceptions

· Biology book must be brought DAILY to class-it is part of your participation grade
Students choosing to ignore these rules will receive one or more of the following stepped consequences:

1. First time-A verbal warning with name on the board
2. Second time-After-school detention issued and parents contacted
3. Third time- Removed from class by security. Parent contact made. AP involvement.
4. Discipline referral (Saturday School) and Administrative Action.

5. Removal from the course with a grade of F.

This information should be kept in the Introductory Section of your notebook at all times.  

I have read and understand these expectations.

.                                                         .

Student’s Signature

Dear Parents/Guardians;


The above procedures are being used in my class and apply to your student.  I want you to understand what is expected of him/her so that we can work together to facilitate his/her learning.  If you have any questions or concerns please feel free to contact me at the phone number or email listed on the front of this sheet.  Please sign to acknowledge that you have received this information and have your student return it to me.  


Thank you very much for your cooperation and support!  Let’s have a great year!

Sincerely, 

Josh Aragon
Eleanor Roosevelt High School

.                                                                                   .

Parent’s signature            date
